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All these studies implied the existence of teachers and an
organized system of instruction. The Bmhmanas too must have had
their own teachers who undertook to train young boys In the study
of the Vedas and the rituals of sacrifice, "Bfma, in fact, refers to
his own preceptor and the ' Brahmana groups ' who had to be gratified
by the faultless performance of sacrifices.1 His reference to the
classes of the exposition of grammar suggests that such subjects
must have been explained by acknowledged authorities to groups of
students. Such a teacher, according to Yuan Ohwang, was expected to
have " a wide, thorough, and minute knowledge of these (subjects)
with an exhaustive comprehension of all that is abstruse in them".2
These teachers, being Brahmanas, appear to have paid particular
attention to the observance of ritual. When Sana inquired of his
elders regarding the studies of boys, they replied that their " intel-
lectual pastimes1' were always at their command, and that "all the
ceremonies proper to Brahmanas are fully carried out "J*
In the actual art of tuition, if Yuan Chwang can be trusted, the
Brahmana teachers appear to have exercised great perseverance, kind-
ness and skill. ''These teachers" lie observes, " explain the general
meaning {to their disciples) and teach them the minutiae; they rouse
them to activity and skilfully win them to progress; they instruct
the inert and sharpen the dull. When disciples, intelligent and acute,
are addicted to idle shirking, the teachers doggedly persevere repeat-
ing instruction until their training is finished. When, the dimples
are thirty years old, their minds being settled and their education
finished, they go into office-, and the first thing they do then is to
reward the kindness of their teachers/'4 I-Tsing also noticed the
Brahmana practice of imparting knowledge. He found that in India
there were *' two traditional ways by which one can attain to great
intellectual power. Firstly, by repeatedly committing to memory the
intellect is developed; secondly the alphabet fixes one's ideas/'5 The
first system clearly refers to the practice of memorising and the second
to the system of study by means of the written matter.
From these accounts of the Brahmana tutorial system, as set
down by Yuan Chwang and I-Tsing, it is evident that the " repeti-
tion" of instruction, thereby suggesting an oral system of imparting
knowledge, was predominant; a youth's education was considered
1 Bana, op. cit., p. 71.
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